
Personal Rapid Transit for Goods Movement
• Vehicle perfect for US standard ½-ton pallet

– Privately owned/leased, branded, or owned by system 
operator

– 40” x 48” pallet or slip sheet loaded to stripped interior 
by standard pallet jack or fork lift

– Fleet feasible

• Driverless (non-union)
• Fully computerized for specific vehicle routing
• Point-to-point, or incremental deliveries
• Scheduled or unscheduled delivery
• Far more fuel- and cost-efficient than trucking
• Offline receiving portals

– Built into warehouses, distribution centers
– Big-box retailers, supermarkets
– Shopping malls, hotels
– Any large factory, warehouse or retail structure

• Emission-free
– All electric 
– Solar potential on trackway surfaces

• Minimal infrastructure footprint
– Two-foot diameter pylons spaced every 90 linear feet

• Eminent Domain issues unlikely
• 24/7/365 availability 

– No timetables, programmable priorities
– Operates at night or outside commuting hours if 

necessary

• Non-competitive with roadway
– Not additive to street congestion

Approximation of Single-Guideway Elevated PRT 
Trackway in a Typical Urban Corridor

Typical Pallet-compatible Vehicles



Driverless Freight Conveyance
• PRT vehicles, stripped out, ideal for carrying stan dard 40” x 48” pallets or slip sheets

– No windows (therefore brandable), no interior features necessary
– Loading/unloading with standard pallet handling equipment

• Also potentially automated

– HVAC as with passenger vehicles, refrigeration if necessary
– Vehicle can immediately return to origin w/o driver

• Optimal resource utilization, cost-efficiency
• No fuel use when idle

• Computer-routed
– GPS trackable
– Readily integrated into existing logistics systems
– Secure from theft, surface street issues
– Private docks feasible

• 24/7/365
� Scheduled for off-hours if necessary
� Direct delivery to any manned or unmanned dock
� US Post Office potential
� Carry trash for waste management applications?  

• Load tracking
� Bar coded pallet, packages and/or parcels 
� Location, human handlers identifiable to remote da tabase 

(e.g. UPS, FedEx tracking operations)

• Fully IP-video monitored for safety, security
– In-vehicle and loading areas



Loading portals buildable INTO structures, docks
S

im
ulated pallet loading



Dual Track Illustration

Single Track 
Illustrations



Fixed Grid of Elevated Trackway

Scaleable, modular for maximum 
efficiency, throughput

Offline portal operation for point-to-point 
throughput

No interaction with street traffic, deliver 
patrons, goods directly to structures

Sample Orange County 
Central Corridor Grid



Small, Fast, High Overall Capacity

• Grid network balances loads 

• Direct trips bypass offline stations

• Operates above street congestion

• Bypasses surface traffic signals
• Undelayed to destination

• One to two second vehicle headways

• Fast, immediate unloading potential
– Receiver notified by voice, email or text message

• Track, vehicle capacity easily added

• NO AT-GRADE CROSSINGS



Additional Illustrations
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Loading “Euro pallets”

Example At-Grade Freight or Passenger Portal

Photoshop editing by Chris Martin

Loading “Euro pallets”


